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About SEIA

• Founded in 1974

• U.S. National Trade Association for Solar Energy
– ~ 1,000 member companies from around the world
– Members from across all 50 states
– Largest companies in the world to the smallest, across value chain

• SEIA is the voice of the U.S. solar energy industry
– We promote solar to the White House and Congress as well as to 

State Policy Makers across the US

• SEIA advocates for all solar technologies and markets 

• Our Mission: Build a strong solar industry to power America
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U.S. Solar Business Locations
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DG and central solar still tiny fraction of retail sales, 
even in top 5 solar markets
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Note: Resi and non-resi includes both onsite 
consumption and exported energy.

Data from: 2011 EIA retail sales; Q2 13 Solar 
Market Insight Report solar deployment data.

Resi and Non-resi solar as % of retail sales

Utility-scale solar as % of retail sales

Non-solar generation as % of retail sales



DG and central solar as % of retail sales, mid-Atlantic
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Resi and Non-resi solar as % of retail sales

Utility-scale solar as % of retail sales

Non-solar generation as % of retail sales

Note: Resi and non-resi includes both onsite 
consumption and exported energy.

Data from: 2011 EIA retail sales; Q2 13 Solar 
Market Insight Report solar deployment data.
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Quantifying costs and benefits – a young but growing field
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What are the benefits of solar?
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http://www.rmi.org/Knowledge-Center/Library/2013-13_eLabDERCostValue



Determining value of solar depends on careful analysis of benefits, costs

Source: A Regulator’s Guidebook: Calculating the Benefits and Costs of Distributed Solar Generation. Interstate Renewable 
Energy Council, October 2013.  Download the report at: http://www.irecusa.org/publications/  under ‘Regulatory’ 
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Disparate DSG Valuations - TX and AZ

“Valuations vary by utility, but the authors contend that valuation methodologies 
should not. The authors suggest standardized approaches for the various benefits 

and costs, and explain how to calculate them regardless of the structure of the 
program or rate in which this valuation is used.”



Thank You
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